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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


A. Alfred Taubman to be Recognized as Distinguished Executive-in-Residence by The Paul Merage School of Business Center for Real Estate
IRVINE, CA – (April 28, 2009) The Center for Real Estate at UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business has announced the launch of its new 2009 Distinguished Executive-in-Residence Program, designed to enhance the careers of participants and recognize the accomplishments of others.  In celebration, A. Alfred Taubman has been selected to receive the program’s first Distinguished Executive Award to be presented during a Real Estate Breakfast Series Meeting scheduled May 6 at the Pacific Club in Newport Beach.
 “Al is an exemplary entrepreneur whose real estate and business acumen make him an obvious choice for the Distinguished Executive Award,” said Kerry D. Vandell, director of the Center for Real Estate & professor of Finance at The Paul Merage School of Business.  “Not only has his career been an outstanding success, his philanthropic commitment is truly commendable.”
Presentation of the Distinguished Executive Award will follow Taubman’s talk titled, “The Future of Retailing and Other Lessons in Life: A Conversation with Al Taubman.” Ethan Penner, managing director of CB Richard Ellis Investors LLC, will moderate the presentation.  Limited seating is available for this public breakfast meeting.  For more information about the event or to register, visit www.merage.uci.edu/GO/CRE. 
Aside from his role as entrepreneur, Taubman is active in numerous businesses and philanthropic initiatives.  He is the founder of Taubman Centers, Inc. (NYSE:TCO), one of the nation’s leading real estate developers and operators of regional shopping centers, and New York Times best-selling author of  Threshold Resistance: The Extraordinary Career of a Retailing Pioneer.  Taubman participates in a wide range of civic, cultural, and educational activities.  He established and funds the A. Alfred Taubman Medical Research Institute at the University of Michigan Medical School, the Taubman Center for State and Local Government at Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School, and Brown University's Public Policy and American Institutions program.  He is the principal benefactor of the University of Michigan's College of Architecture and Urban Planning, Health Care Center, and Medical Library – each of which bear his name.  
The Distinguished Executive Award was established by the Merage School’s Center for Real Estate to recognize senior international real estate professionals who have demonstrated a commitment to excellence in leadership, education and mentorship, and a dedication to the enhancement of the community.  
About the Center for Real Estate
The Center for Real Estate at The Paul Merage School of Business is an integral and indispensable component of the program in Real Estate and Urban Development at the University of California, Irvine.  The Center is led by Director Kerry Vandell, who is also a professor of Finance at the Merage School, and former director of the University of Wisconsin’s GrassKamp Center for Real Estate.  The Center offers an in depth real estate track within the MBA degree, including six real estate courses.  Also available through the Center are nationally recognized research programs and events including the Annual Real Estate Gala & Lifetime Achievement Awards, which is designed to recognize excellence in the real estate community.
The Center’s core constituency is composed of faculty, students and professionals who share a common interest in furthering an understanding of the ways in which we can harness knowledge to create a sustainable urban future. The mission of the Center is threefold:  advance real estate education, conduct relevant research, and engage in meaningful industry outreach.  The Center for Real Estate is one of six Center of Excellence at The Paul Merage School of Business.  For more information contact Sharon Nakamura-Brown at Sharon.nakamura@uci.edu.
About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.      
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