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JSerra Catholic High School Announces Business Professional Magnet Program

· Announcement of program that includes an affiliation with the UC Irvine Paul Merage School of Business comes months after successful medical partnership with Mission Hospital 
· It’s the latest innovative opportunity for JSerra scholars 
· Magnet programs in law and engineering also planned 
February 8, 2010 - (San Juan Capistrano, CA)  - JSerra Catholic High School announced the expansion today of its rigorous magnet programs to include a business track. 

The school has collaborated with the highly-ranked Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine (27th in U.S. by Financial Times) to develop and execute a corporate leadership and business-focused curriculum aimed at the school’s most ambitious students.

When they graduate, business magnet students, like medical magnet students, will receive a special citation on their diplomas and be prepared to compete at the nation’s most prestigious business schools, said Frank Talarico, JSerra’s President and CEO.

The school will begin interviewing student applicants beginning early 2011; 8th-graders interested in applying should contact the admissions office as soon as possible.

“Our efforts to innovate new ways to prepare scholars for the next stage of their educational development and professional careers remains our focus,” Talarico said.  “We are pleased to affiliate with one of the most renowned business schools in the country and to offer our students a one-of-a-kind opportunity to learn from some of the nation’s most accomplished business leaders.” 

Andrew Policano, dean of UCI’s Paul Merage School of Business, said the program will expose students to an abundance of opportunities.

“We believe this program will attract those interested in challenging themselves in a way that will prepare them to compete with the best business minds in the world,” Policano said.

Participants will take a broad variety of courses at JSerra that will expose them to Economics, Business Law, Ethics, Statistics and Globalization. They will also have an opportunity to participate in the Merage School’s Distinguished Speaker Series, Team Challenge Course, and the Les Kilpatrick Student to Start-ups Entrepreneurial Skills Training Series. Students will also complete a thesis under the guidance of academic advisors, some of which are advanced graduate students at the Merage School.

JSerra is also developing magnet programs in law and engineering, Talarico said.

About the Business Magnet Program

The Mission of the Business Magnet Program is to develop future business leaders who are knowledgeable and skilled in the global business environment. The program will provide students with an instructional curriculum, co-curricular activities, and opportunities to apply knowledge to hands-on experiences to be successful in college and beyond. The program will incorporate the core values of JSerra including faith, integrity, pursuit of excellence and a commitment to service.

About JSerra Catholic High School

Just eight years old, JSerra Catholic High School is quickly becoming one of the region’s top university preparatory institutions. Its graduates include National Merit Scholarship winners, Ivy League university students and Division I collegiate athletes. Located in San Juan Capistrano, the school features $110-million facilities, including a state-of-the-art $40 million athletic complex. For more, visit www.jserra.org.

About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 

Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10 percent of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. Its most recent ranking places it at #27 in the U.S. by Financial Times. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.  
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