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Merage School Dean Selected to AACSB International’s Board of Directors

IRVINE, CA – (February 27, 2009) – Andrew J. Policano, dean of The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine, has been selected to serve as vice chair-chair elect for the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) Board of Directors, beginning July 1, 2009.  

“Andy is to be congratulated on his selection as chairman to our board. This is an exciting time for AACSB, and his enthusiasm for our many compelling initiatives will be a welcomed addition to our leadership,” said John J. Fernandes, president and chief executive officer of AACSB International.
In this new role, Policano will be responsible for evaluating and setting policies to guide the accreditation group, which is the premier global organization overseeing business and management programs worldwide.
“The work of AACSB in representing and furthering the interests and goals of business schools globally is immensely important,” Policano said, “and I am honored to serve this influential organization.”  Policano will serve one year as vice chair/chair-elect, and will assume his chairmanship responsibilities in 2010.

 “Andy’s impressive contributions to management education, and ongoing commitment to AACSB makes him an excellent choice,” said Fernandes.  “His drive and dedication will be of tremendous value to both AACSB and our membership as we continue to advance management education worldwide.”
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Policano has served previously on the Board of Directors and was Chair of the Blue Ribbon Task Force that developed the current standards which must be met for AACSB accreditation by business schools throughout the world. 
Since 2004, Policano has served as dean of The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine.  Prior to his current position, Policano served as dean of the University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Business.  Under his leadership, Wisconsin’s MBA program was ranked 23rd by Business Week and the school’s endowment rose from $6 million to over $95 million.

Policano holds a Ph.D. in Economics from Brown University and a Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics from SUNY Stony Brook.  
About AACSB International

AACSB International is an association of more than 1,100 educational institutions, business and other organizations in 70 countries that are dedicated to the advancement of management education worldwide. In addition to service as the premier accreditation body for institutions offering undergraduate, master’s and doctoral degrees in business and accounting, the association also conducts a wide array of conferences and seminar programs at various location around the world. 

 About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 

Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.      
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