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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Experience May Be the Best Teacher

More Professionals Adding Business Professor to Their Resume

AACSB Bridge Program Facilitates Executive Transition from Corporate to Academia

Irvine, CA (December 14, 2010) - The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) is currently seeking final applicants for its Bridge Program, a five-day workshop designed for experienced professionals looking to transition from corporate jobs into business school teaching. The program will be hosted by The Office of Executive Education at UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business on January 16-21, 2011, at the UC Irvine campus. The program is offered by UC Irvine’s Merage School in coordination with the University of Southern California and AACSB.

“We have found that experienced executives often times make tremendous teachers and are highly sought after in today’s universities. Their unique insights and real-world knowledge are extremely valuable to students learning about today’s rapidly changing business environment,” said Mike Aghajanian, executive director for the Merage School’s Executive Education program, and recently retired managing director of PRTM Management Consultants. “The key is paving the way for those executives to acquire the skills they need to make the transition from the corporate world into the world of academia.”

AACSB Bridge Program participants will learn effective teaching techniques and the fundamentals of course development and delivery, including an introduction to today’s technology-enabled teaching tools.  Upon completion of the program, they will receive a certificate helping them attain preferred hiring status at any B-School, and is the first step in securing an adjunct professor role.  
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“Our program is sanctioned by AACSB, the premier business school accreditation organization,” said Aghajanian.  “If teaching at a business school is the goal, the Bridge Program will provide the skills necessary to lead today’s students.  I would personally encourage any experienced executive who has entertained the idea of becoming a professor to enroll in this program.”

Typical applicants have a minimum of five to seven years of extensive professional or senior level management experience, and have obtained a master’s degree. An in-depth knowledge of industry is required and most applicants are actively contributing to their field of expertise. Applicants must have no more than two years full-time teaching experience and are pre-screened to meet AACSB faculty standards.     

At the conclusion of the AACSB Bridge Program, successful participants will receive a certificate of completion and will be recognized as eligible candidates for available teaching positions.  In general, professionally qualified faculty members are assigned to teach part-time in courses consistent with their experience and education.  To register for the January 16-21, 2011 workshop visit merage.uci.edu/go/bridge.  

About the AACSB Bridge Program
The AACSB Bridge Program was co-developed by The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine,  the Marshall School of Business at USC, and AACSB, with the goal of creating a path for business leaders to move from the corporate office to the classroom. The program is open to senior-level business professionals of all industries and disciplines that also meet the initial requirements for professionally qualified status (PQ) at AACSB-accredited schools. 

About AACSB International	
AACSB International is an association of more than 1,200 educational institutions, business and other organizations in 77 countries that are dedicated to the advancement of management education worldwide. In addition to service as the premier accreditation body for institutions offering undergraduate, master’s and doctoral degrees in business and accounting, the association also conducts a wide array of conferences and seminar programs at various location around the world. 
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About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 

Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu. 
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