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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


UC Irvine’s Merage School Tackles Explosive Issues in Health Care
International Panelists Will Compare Centralized Health Care Systems During Conference


IRVINE, CA – (September 28, 2009) - On October 1, the Center for Health Care Management and Policy at The Paul Merage School of Business will host Comparative Effectiveness (CE): Lessons from Abroad, a conference designed to provide a unique venue for dialogue among private and public sector leaders on key issues facing the nation on health care reform.
The conference discussion will seek to answer the question, “If federal policy moves in the direction of a centralized, government-funded health care system, what can the U.S. can learn from other countries in using comparative effectiveness (CE) analysis to improve health care quality and efficiency?”  Some observers have expressed concern that federal funding for CE research in the U.S. may evolve from providing information to developing a centralized national coverage decision-making process. 
Can knowledge of the foreign experience with CE enable the U.S. to develop a uniquely American solution that harvests the benefits of better information while preserving independent decision-making?  During the Merage School’s one-day conference, representatives from Britain, Canada and Germany will share their insights, experience and advice with health care leaders from the U.S. to determine the best path toward health care reform.  Session topics and speakers include:


The United States – Comparative Effectiveness and Health Policy

· Steven D. Pearson, MD, MSc, FRCP, President, Institute for Clinical and Economic Review, Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School 
· Murray N. Ross, PhD, Vice President, Kaiser Foundation Health Plan, Director, Kaiser Permanente Institute for Health Policy
· Moderator:  Jill Yegian, PhD, Director, Health Insurance, California HealthCare Foundation

How is Comparative Effectiveness Used Abroad? (Case study – Avastin)

· Andrew Dillon, CEO, NICE – Great Britain
· Peter Sawicki, MD, Director, IQWIG – Germany
· Barb Shea, Vice President COMPUS – Canada
· Moderator – Stirling Bryan, MS, PhD, Professor, Health Economics, University of British Columbia

Implications of Comparative Effectiveness for the Pharmaceutical, Provider, Payor Sectors and Patients
					
· Marjorie Ginsburg, MPH, Executive Director, Center for Health Care Decisions Peter V. Lee, JD, Executive Director, National Health Policy, Pacific Business Group on Health 
· Donald Bobo, Corporate Vice President, Heart Valve Therapy, Edwards Lifesciences	
· Tammie Brailsford, COO, MemorialCare - Providers (Physicians/Hospitals)
· Moderator:  Steven D.  Pearson, MD, President, Institute for Clinical and Economic Review, Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School
	
Comparative Effectiveness - The Advantages and Limitations of a Centralized National Capacity – A Panel Discussion 
· Canada – Barb Shea, Vice President, COMPUS
· Britain - Andrew Dillon, CEO, NICE
· Germany - Peter Sawicki, MD, Director, IQWIG
· Patients/citizens - Marjorie Ginsburg, MPH, Executive Director, Center for Health Care Decisions
· Payors - Peter V. Lee, JD, Executive Director, PBGH 
· Medical Device - Donald Bobo, Corporate Vice President, Heart Valve Therapy, Edwards Lifesciences
· Providers – Tammie Brailsford, COO, MemorialCare  
· Moderator:  Sean Tunis, MD, MSc, Founder and Director, Center for Medical Technology Policy 
			
The conference will be at the Beckman Center, located at 100 Academy Way in Irvine on Thursday, October 1, 2009, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., with a reception immediately following.  The cost for the event is $450 per person.  To register, visit merage.uci.edu/go/hcspeakers or call Margaret Wong at 949-824-8474.
About The Center for Health Care Management and Policy 
The Center for Health Care Management and Policy at The Paul Merage School of Business advances knowledge through research and education while providing forums for dialogue on crucial challenges and concerns facing the nation’s healthcare system today. This interdisciplinary research institute brings together healthcare scholars, policy experts, and industry professionals to share vital information and a range of perspectives on such fundamental issues as quality of care, cost, and access.
About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 
Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu. 
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