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Black & Decker President to Headline Distinguished Speakers Series Event at The Paul Merage School of Business

IRVINE, CA – (April 1, 2009) – Jim Caudill, president of The Black & Decker Corporation’s Hardware & Home Improvement Division, will give a presentation titled, Managing Through the Downturn and Strategic Innovation, at the UC Irvine Student Center on April 7. Caudill will share his insights on strategies to use in these challenging times, product innovation and how it impacts the bottom line and how organizational culture can impact results.  The presentation is part of UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business Distinguished Speakers Series.
“Jim’s vast experience and understanding of the global business environment is priceless, especially given the current worldwide economic situation,” said Shaheen Husain, executive director of corporate relations and business development for the Merage School.  “Our guests will have a unique opportunity to interact with Jim and gain valuable information they can take back to their own businesses.” 
As president of The Black & Decker Corporation’s Hardware and Home Improvement Group, Caudill is responsible for the manufacturing and marketing activities of top brand names like Kwikset, the worldwide leader in residential door hardware.  He is also responsible for Weiser Lock, Baldwin Hardware and Price Pfister brands. 
In addition to his role as division president, Caudill serves as vice president of the Corporation and is a member of the Corporation’s Management Committee.  He assumed his current roles in May 2005 after serving as vice president and general manager of the Accessories Division of the Corporation’s Power Tools and Accessories business.  
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After joining Black & Decker 1990, Caudill has served in positions of increasing responsibility in national sales, product management, brand management, and marketing, including an assignment as Director - Marketing for power tools in Asia.  He joined the Accessories division in 1999 and was named Vice President and General Manager in October 2004.

Caudill holds a B.S. degree in Marketing and Transportation Logistics from The Ohio State University and an M.B.A. degree from Loyola College in Maryland.  He is a member of the board of directors of Children’s Hospital of Orange County.
Caudill is among several prominent business leaders participating in the DSS program.  Bob McKnight, CEO of Quiksilver, is scheduled to speak May 19.

The Distinguished Speaker Series is a program of the Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine. The series brings together prominent business executives with MBA students and future business leaders to address current business issues, leadership, ethics, and other relevant topics.  The series is organized by the Merage School’s Center for Leadership and Team Development and supported by corporate sponsors.  The 2008-2009 sponsors include: at the platinum level, Verizon Wireless; at the gold level, Microsoft and Neudesic, and at the silver level, Capital Group Companies, PricewaterhouseCoopers and Wells Fargo.  


The cost to attend a DSS event is $50; $25 for UC Irvine alumni. Current UC Irvine students, faculty and staff are admitted free. To register, log on to merage.uci.edu/go/dss.  For sponsorship information or reservations call 949-824-4530 or email cltd@merage.uci.edu.

About The Black & Decker Corporation

The Black & Decker Corporation is a leading global manufacturer and marketer of power tools and accessories, hardware and home improvement products, and technology-based fastening systems.  The Corporation generated sales of more than $6.5 billion and employed approximately 25,000 people in 2007.  It operates manufacturing facilities in ten countries and its products and services are marketed in more than 100 countries.
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About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.      
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