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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Taco Bell President Greg Creed to Kick Off The Paul Merage School of Business

Distinguished Speakers Series

IRVINE, CA – (November 7, 2008) – Greg Creed, president and chief concept officer of Taco Bell Corporation, a subsidiary of YUM! Brands, Inc., will kick off The Paul Merage School of Business Distinguished Speakers Series on November 18 at the UC Irvine Student Center. 
Speaking on the importance of strategic innovation, Creed will share the   experiences and lessons he has learned over more than 25 years in marketing and operations with leading packaged goods and restaurant brands. 

“We are very pleased to have an executive of Greg’s caliber participating in our Distinguished Speakers Series.  The insight on strategic innovation he can share with our audience is priceless,” said Shaheen Husain, executive director of corporate relations and business development for the Merage School.  

Creed is among four prominent business leaders scheduled to speak as a part of the DSS program.  Other prominent speakers in the 2008-2009 Distinguished Speakers Series lineup include:

· February 10 - Alexis Livanos, President of Northrop Grumman Space Technology

· April 7 - Jim Caudill, President of Black & Decker, Home Division

· May 19 - Bob McKnight, CEO of Quiksilver
-more-

2/2/2 Creed to Speak at The Paul Merage School of Business Distinguished Speakers Series Event

The Distinguished Speaker Series is a program of the Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine. The series brings together prominent business executives with MBA students and future business leaders to address current business issues, leadership, ethics, and other relevant topics.  The series is organized by the Merage School’s Center for Leadership and Team Development and supported by corporate sponsors.  The 2008-2009 sponsors include, at the platinum level, Verizon Wireless.  Capital Group companies, PricewaterhouseCoopers and Wells Fargo are silver sponsors for the year.  


The cost to attend a DSS event is $50; $25 for UC Irvine alumni. Current UC Irvine students, faculty and staff are admitted free. To register, log on to merage.uci.edu/go/dss.  For sponsorship information or reservations call 949-824-4530 or email cltd@merage.uci.edu.

About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 

Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.      
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