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UC Irvine Business Professor Receives Prestigious Multicultural Mentoring Award 
Irvine, CA – (August 25, 2011) – Mary C. Gilly, professor of Marketing at UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business, has received the coveted 2011 Williams-Qualls-Spratlen Multicultural Mentoring Award of Excellence (WQS) from the American Marketing Association Foundation.
The WQS Award was created to encourage and reward outstanding mentors of people of color in the academic marketing community. Individuals nominated have demonstrated exceptional ability in guiding the academic and professional growth of their students and junior colleagues in marketing through having a sustained career commitment to mentoring and having a significant impact on their mentees’ careers, and advancing research and education on issues where racial, ethnic, and cultural diversity intersect with the discipline and practice of marketing.  Gilly was nominated by three of her former doctoral students:  Samantha Cross, Stephanie Dellande and Merlyn Griffiths.
	“As three women of color, who have been mentored and guided by Dr. Gilly, we know firsthand the depths to which she has contributed to the growth of multicultural research and the success of minority students,” said Cross.
	“To classify Mary as a ‘mentor’ is far too simplistic,” added Griffiths.  “She is more of a ‘Guru’ as she far exceeds what is expected from a leader, guide, and counselor.”

-more-
2/2/2 Gilly Receives Multicultural Mentoring Award of Excellence
The nominators commented, “Without doubt, Mary is most deserving of the WQS Multicultural Mentoring Award of Excellence.  Even though Mary is not a member of an underrepresented group today, she definitely was, based on gender, when she started her career. Thus, she understands the challenges of being in a minority position in a field that was not always welcoming to women as it could have been.”
	With over three decades in the field of marketing, Gilly has served as both formal and informal advisor, dissertation chair and committee member for numerous students of color, and continues to be consistently hard working and committed to guiding her students and junior colleagues in their professional pursuits. 
	Over the years, Gilly and her doctoral students have worked together to submit multiple research papers to top peer reviewed journals and have had their work published in the Journal of Consumer Research, Journal of Marketing, Journal of Retailing, Journal of the Academy of Marketing Science, Journal of Advertising, Journal of Business Research, Journal of Consumer Affairs, Psychology and Marketing, and the Journal of Marketing Education.
	“Mary leads by example, is humble in her efforts, and never asks for anything in return. Mary is a beautiful mentor, has created a very rich and admirable legacy, and is truly deserving of the WQS Multicultural Mentoring Award of Excellence,” concluded Dellande.
Professor Gilly received her PhD from the University of Houston.  Her MBA was completed at the Southern Methodist University and she received her Bachelor’s degree from Trinity University.  Gilly is an expert in marketing, with an emphasis on customer service, internal marketing, consumers and technology, and brand management. 

About the Williams-Qualls-Spratlen Multicultural Mentoring Award of Excellence (WQS)
The Williams-Qualls-Spratlen Multicultural Mentoring Award of Excellence (WQS) carries on the legacy of three world class marketing scholars, educators, and mentors of people of color: Jerome Williams, Prudential Chair in Business and Research Director-The Center for Urban Entrepreneurship & Economic Development (CUEED), Rutgers Business School - Newark and New Brunswick; William (Bill) Qualls, Professor of Marketing, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; and Thaddeus H. Spratlen, Emeritus Professor of Marketing, at the Foster School of Business, University of Washington. 
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About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 
	Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.
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