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Top Business and Political Leaders Rally for Global Business Conference

Global Business Strategies…What Are You Missing? Hosted by Paul Merage School of Business and Orange County Business Council 

IRVINE, CA – (October 28, 2008) – The Paul Merage School of Business and the Orange County Business Council join Orange County’s most influential leaders to host Global Business Strategies…What Are You Missing? The global conference is scheduled at the Irvine Marriott Hotel on November 17, from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. with a private reception to follow.

Highlights of the agenda are a feature presentation on the Seismic Shift in Global Consumerism and three panel discussions focused on Global Footprints, Public Private Partnerships, and Orange County’s Global Influence.  Conference participants will learn how to anticipate changes in the global market and stay ahead of the competition; sustain business growth in an economic downturn; access capital through government programs to expand their business, and understand the influence of Orange County in the global economy.  
Featured speakers to include:

Michael Aghajanian – Americas Managing Partner, PRTM

Aram Bassenian – Chairman and CEO, Bassenian Lagoni Architects

David Crane – Special Advisor to Governor Schwarzenegger, Office of the Governor

Ed Grier – President, The Disneyland Resort

Mohamed Kande – Lead Director, Global Public Sector, PRTM

Bijan Kian – Director, U.S. Export Import Bank

Wayne Gross – Partner, Snell & Wilmer

Stephen Marlow – Executive Vice President, Toshiba America Electronic Components


Michael Mussallem – Chairman and CEO, Edwards Lifescience

John O’Connor – Dir., Global Supply Chain Management and Risk Management, Cisco 


Dr. Andy Policano – Dean, The Paul Merage School of Business


David Pyott – Chairman and CEO, Allergan


Dr. Wallace Walrod – Vice President of Research, Orange County Business Council


Robert E. Wollan – Global Managing Partner, Accenture
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Space for the Global Conference is limited.  Participants can register online at merage.uci.edu/registration.  Tickets are $250 and include lunch.  OCBC and UC Irvine members can purchase tickets for $200 (details on the website).  Complimentary 30-minute private consultations are available with representatives from the Export Import Bank of the United States, the US Export Assistance Center and PRTM Global Consultants.  For appointments or sponsorship information, contact Michelle Hart 949.794.7219 or email her at mhart@ocbc.org.   
About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 
Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. 


The Merage School combines the academic strengths and best traditions of the University of California with the cutting-edge, entrepreneurial spirit of Orange County in the heart of America’s Tech Coast. Visit the website at merage.uci.edu.      
About OCBC

The Orange County Business Council is the leading voice of business in Orange County, California. OCBC represents and promotes the business community, working with government and academia, to enhance Orange County’s economic development and prosperity in order to preserve a high quality of life. For more information, visit www.ocbc.org. 
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