[image: image1.jpg]oy
‘ I( :I THE PAUL MERAGE
eCr S R\IINE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS



Contact: Anne Warde

Diane Sagey

(949) 824-7922

(949) 824-7823

awarde@uci.edu

dsagey@merage.uci.edu
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Buy.com CEO Neel Grover Kicks Off Distinguished Speaker Series at The Paul Merage School of Business

IRVINE, CA – (October 26, 2009) – Neel Grover, CEO of Orange County-based Buy.com, is slated as the first speaker for the 2009-10 Distinguished Speaker Series hosted by the Center for Leadership and Team Development at The Paul Merage School of Business. The event will take place Thursday, November 5, 2009, from 6:30 to 7:30 at the UC Irvine Student Center. 
 
The Distinguished Speaker Series highlights the innovation processes, leadership perspectives, ethical frameworks, decision making practices and insights of top business leaders in the industry. The event attracts approximately 350 corporate professionals, community leaders, MBA students, faculty members and campus staff. The 2009-10 Distinguished Speaker Series is sponsored by Bingham McCutchen LLP, Capital Group Companies, PricewaterhouseCoopers and Wells Fargo. 

Other presenters featured in the 2009-10 Distinguished Speaker Series lineup include:

· Sue Swenson, President and CEO of Sage Software – January 21, 2010
· Mike Mussallem, Chairman and CEO of Edwards Lifesciences – March 4, 2010
· John Krafcik, President and CEO of Hyundai Motor America – May 6, 2010 

“We have an outstanding schedule of presenters for this year’s Distinguished Speaker Series,” said Shaheen Husain, executive director of Corporate Relations for the Merage School.  “The tremendous caliber of our speakers truly reflects the quality of our overall program and the value our audience can expect to gain from participation.”
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Neel Grover is president and chief executive officer of Buy.com Inc., a leading e-commerce company. Mr. Grover joined Buy.com in September 2003 as president and chief operating officer, and was appointed chief executive officer in May 2006.


Grover has helped steer Buy.com through unprecedented growth and turnaround since the days of the dot-com bust, making it the largest retail marketplace and leader in delivering an innovative shopping experience. Buy.com was the first online retailer to offer comparison shopping on its product pages, the first to offer Google Checkout, and a recent university study found that the company’s e-commerce model results in less environmental impact than shopping at traditional brick-and-mortar stores. 


Grover received his J.D., cum laude, from the University of San Diego School of Law, Order Of The Coif, and his B.A. in Economics from the University of California at Irvine where he was captain of the Men's Tennis Team. He is a member of the Chief Executive Roundtable and the Athletic Director’s Advisory Board for UC Irvine.


General admission for Distinguished Speaker Series events is $50. For more information or to register online visit merage.uci.edu/go/dss. 
About Buy.com

With more than 12 million customer accounts, Buy.com is a leading retail marketplace, focused on providing its customers with a rewarding shopping experience and a broad selection of high-quality technology and entertainment retail goods at competitive prices. Buy.com offers millions of products in a range of categories, including consumer electronics, computer hardware and software, cell phones, books, music, videos, games, toys, bags, fragrance, home and outdoor, baby, jewelry, shoes, apparel and sporting goods. Founded in June of 1997, Buy.com is headquartered in Aliso Viejo, California. Buy.com® and The Internet Superstore™ are trademarks of Buy.com Inc. Buy.com currently competes with a variety of companies that can be divided into two broad categories: (i) retailers and ecommerce marketplaces such as Wal-Mart and (ii) specialty retailers or manufacturers such as Barnes & Noble, Best Buy and Dell.
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About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.     
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