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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Former President and CEO of Goodwill Industries International to be Honored at 40th Annual UC Irvine Alumni Event 

Irvine, CA – (May 6, 2010) – Former president and CEO of Goodwill Industries International, George Kessinger, will be honored as a Distinguished Alumnus of The Paul Merage School of Business as part of the UC Irvine Alumni Association’s 40th Annual Lauds & Laurels ceremony, scheduled to take place May 13th at the Fairmont Newport Beach hotel.
Kessinger, a member of the Merage School’s Executive MBA charter class of 1987, was nominated for the prestigious award by Professor Newt Margulies, dean of the graduate school in that year, and the Merage School’s current dean, Andy Policano. Kessinger gave more than 30 years of service to Goodwill Industries, most recently as the organization’s national leader, headquartered in Washington, D.C., from 2001 until 2008.
	“We are indeed proud of George’s lifetime of accomplishments and leadership,” said Dean Policano. “George’s career in the non-profit world is a credit to his passion and commitment, and we congratulate him for this well-deserved award.”
	“It is just a joy to me that Dr. Margulies would think of me and of my career and that Dean Policano would nominate me for Lauds & Laurels,” said Kessinger. “Newt was a champion for the MBA program and for me. With his support I was able to be enrolled and with the knowledge gained from the program I was able to move much further in my career. I am deeply in debt to the Merage School, UC Irvine and to Newt.”
Kessinger was appointed CEO of Goodwill Industries International in 2001. During his tenure he initiated an organization-wide strategic planning process, solidified the Goodwill Industries brand, and moved the organization onto a web-based communications platform. As president and CEO of Goodwill Industries of Orange County, he oversaw the 1999 launch of shopgoodwill.com, Goodwill’s online auction site. He also led the Orange County Goodwill to establish the first Goodwill Assistive Technology Exchange Center, create Kruzin Internet Services, implement a $1 million Welfare-to-Work grant, and open new specialty Goodwill stores. 
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“The confidence in the use of technology, the economics of the global marketplace, an appreciation for a strong financial position and a strategic approach to my work was gained from my MBA experience and really came through for me,” commented Kessinger. “I am fortunate to have gained the knowledge and to have had the opportunity to apply it, to the benefit of many, through Goodwill.” 
	Since 1971, UCIAA and its Board of Directors have bestowed the association's highest honor, Lauds & Laurels, to more than 600 individuals who have demonstrated heartfelt dedication and commitment to the university. 
A selection committee, comprised of association volunteers and members of the university community, determines the honorees from a pool of nominations received from the campus and community. The UCI Alumni Association presents the Lauds and Laurels Awards at formal ceremonies each spring.
 	The generous participation of alumni and friends in the Lauds & Laurels program allows UCIAA to award more than $80,000 annually in scholarships to meritorious undergraduate and graduate students so they may pursue their educational goals at UC Irvine. 
	This year, eighteen distinguished individuals in all will be honored during the Lauds & Laurels ceremony. Tickets are $250 per person and 10-person table sponsorships are available beginning at $2,500. Reserve your seats online. 

About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 
	Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu. 
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