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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Northrop Grumman Exec to Speak at The Paul Merage School of Business

Distinguished Speakers Series Event

IRVINE, CA – (January 27, 2009) – Dr. Alexis C. Livanos, corporate vice president and chief technology officer for Northrop Grumman Corporation, is slated to present February 10 at the UC Irvine Student Center as part of The Paul Merage School of Business Distinguished Speakers Series.
Sharing his insight, Livanos will address the importance of strategic innovation and the impact it has had on his success.  
“Harnessing innovation and ensuring that it remains an integral part of your business is critical to growth,” said Livanos.  “Without innovation, companies run the risk of becoming stagnant and reactive.”

Building on that theme, Livanos believes that business leaders can look to the laws of hard science to help explain how companies operate and to better position them for success.


In his transformational position at Northrop Grumman, Livanos is responsible for leading the company’s development and insertion of cutting-edge technologies to address the evolving requirements of government and commercial customers worldwide. The company provides innovative systems and products across industries including the B-2 bomber, satellite payloads, information and technical services as well as nuclear aircraft carriers and submarines.
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“Alexis has vast experience in leveraging innovation to the benefit of his business,” said Shaheen Husain, executive director of corporate relations and business development for the Merage School.  “His insight is invaluable to executives throughout our region and the world.”
Livanos has more than 30 years experience in research and applications in the fields of microelectronics, solid-state physics, electro-optics and signal processing.  He holds a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering, a master’s degree in engineering science, and a Ph.D. in engineering science and physics from the California Institute of Technology. He also taught applied physics at Caltech for two years as a post-doctorate fellow.

In 2008, Livanos was inducted into the National Academy of Engineering. That year he also received the Caltech Distinguished Alumni Award, the International von Karman Wings Award from the Aerospace Historical Society, and the IS Executive Leadership Award given by the UCLA Anderson School of Management. 
Livanos is among several prominent business leaders participating in the DSS program.  Other speakers slated for this year include:

· April 7 - Jim Caudill, President of Black & Decker, Home Division

· May 19 - Bob McKnight, CEO of Quiksilver

The Distinguished Speaker Series is a program of the Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine. The series brings together prominent business executives with MBA students and future business leaders to address current business issues, leadership, ethics, and other relevant topics.  The series is organized by the Merage School’s Center for Leadership and Team Development and supported by corporate sponsors.  The 2008-2009 sponsors include: at the platinum level, Verizon Wireless; at the gold level, Microsoft and Neudesic, and at the silver level, Capital Group Companies, PricewaterhouseCoopers and Wells Fargo.  
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The cost to attend a DSS event is $50; $25 for UC Irvine alumni. Current UC Irvine students, faculty and staff are admitted free. To register, log on to merage.uci.edu/go/dss.  For sponsorship information or reservations call 949-824-4530 or email cltd@merage.uci.edu.

About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.      
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