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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


The Paul Merage School of Business Event to Feature Edwards Lifesciences Chairman and CEO Michael A. Mussallem 

Distinguished Speaker Series Promotes the Sharing of Insight on Innovation and Leadership

IRVINE, CA – (March 1, 2010) – Michael A. Mussallem, chairman and chief executive officer of Edwards Lifesciences Corporation, the global leader in the science of heart valves and hemodynamic monitoring, will speak at the UC Irvine Student Center, Thursday, March 4 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. His presentation,  “Sustaining Innovation and Leadership with Heart,” is part of the Distinguished Speaker Series hosted by the Center for Leadership and Team Development at The Paul Merage School of Business, and presented by Bank of America. 
Mussallem has headed Edwards Lifesciences, headquartered in Irvine, Calif., since it was spun off from Baxter International Inc. and began operating as an independent, publicly traded company (NYSE:EW) in April 2000.  Previously, he was responsible for the worldwide operations of both Baxter’s Cardio Vascular business, which he had headed since 1995, and its Biopharmaceuticals business, which he had been appointed to lead in 1998.
Mussallem joined Baxter in 1979 and progressed through a variety of increasingly responsible positions in manufacturing, engineering and product development.  He was named president of Baxter’s Critical Care Division in 1993, and group vice president of Baxter’s Surgical Group in 1994.  From 1996 through 1998, he chaired Baxter’s Asia-Pacific Board, which coordinated all of Baxter’s regional initiatives.  Previously, he worked for Union Carbide.
Mussallem is chairman of the board of directors of the Advanced Medical Technology Association (AdvaMed).  He is also on the boards and executive committees of the California Healthcare Institute and OCTANe, and is a trustee of the University of California, Irvine Foundation.  He received a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering and an honorary doctorate from the Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology in Terre Haute, Indiana.
The annual Distinguished Speaker Series program highlights the innovation processes, leadership perspectives, ethical frameworks, decision making practices and insights of top business leaders. The event attracts more than 300 corporate professionals, community leaders, MBA students, faculty members and campus staff. The presenting sponsor for the 2009-10 Distinguished Speaker Series is Bank of America.  Other sponsors include Bingham McCutchen LLP, Capital Group Companies, PricewaterhouseCoopers and Wells Fargo. 
The final speaker for the 2009-10 Distinguished Speakers Series will be John Krafcik, president and CEO of Hyundai Motor America, who will give his presentation May 6, 2010. 
General admission for Distinguished Speaker Series events is $50. For more information or to register online visit merage.uci.edu/go/dss. 
About Edwards Lifesciences 
Edwards Lifesciences is the global leader in the science of heart valves and hemodynamic monitoring, with more than five decades of experience in partnering with clinicians to develop life-saving innovations. Headquartered in Irvine, Calif., Edwards treats advanced cardiovascular disease with its market-leading heart valve therapies, and critical care and vascular technologies, which are sold in approximately 100 countries. The company's global brands include Carpentier-Edwards, Cosgrove-Edwards, Edwards SAPIEN, FloTrac, Fogarty, PERIMOUNT Magna and Swan-Ganz. Additional company information can be found at http://www.edwards.com. 
About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.     
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