[image: 4]




Contact: Anne Warde
(949) 824-7922
awarde@uci.edu
or
Diane Sagey
(949) 824-7823
dsagey@merage.uci.edu


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Educators and Business Executives Agree: 
Green is the New Black
Global Sustainability Megatrend is Focus of Upcoming Business Conference

Irvine, CA (March 11, 2010) – Can you green your company and your bottom line?  This question and more will be explored March 24th at the Irvine Marriott during the Profit Plus Planet? global sustainability conference presented by UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business.  The conference will bring together hundreds of southern California businesspeople, leading edge corporate sustainability executives, clean tech investors and researchers to explore the future of green innovation and learn best-practices techniques to harness the power of sustainability as a driver of innovation and competitive advantage.  

A powerful assortment of educational panels will be featured led by industry leaders, environmental researchers and investors at the forefront of sustainability innovation. Included will be representatives from American Honda Motor Company, Burson-Marsteller, Intel, Oracle, Rockwell Automation, Siemens, UC Irvine, UPS, Wal-Mart and Yahoo! Among the sessions scheduled are:
· The Business Case for Sustainability: Explore the business case for sustainability and why it has so rapidly become the key driver of innovation. 
· Global Perspectives and Best Practices: Examine best sustainability practices employed by global companies; learn how initiatives were deployed and the impact they are having on profit.
· PR, Marketing & Messaging – Communicating Your Commitment: Avoid the “greenwashing” label and learn to effectively communicate your sustainability efforts to consumers.
· The Future of Clean Tech; Good for Investors?: Investment experts give their perspectives on whether the Clean Tech Investment Sector may be a long-term buy.  
· Cultivating a Culture: Discover how top management drives the culture for sustainability and develops a groundswell of support both internally and externally.  
· Supply Chain Management: Successful sustainability practices don’t end at your own doors. Driving initiatives throughout the supply chain multiplies the ROI.   
· Strategic Partnerships: Understand the potential of strategic sustainability partnerships and explore the future of green innovation.  
· Green Innovation: Acquaint yourself with the emerging trends in clean technology and learn where venture capital is investing.

In a special session, Fortune 500 executives will share their experiences leading sustainability efforts in companies including Marriott, Mattel, and Toshiba. Panelists include: 
· Kathleen Matthews, executive vice president, Global Communications & Public Affairs, Marriott International, Inc. - Kathleen Matthews is responsible for the company’s external and internal communications, including global brand and corporate public relations, corporate social responsibility and community engagement, diversity initiatives and government affairs. She also co-chairs Marriott’s Executive Green Council.
· Geoff Massingberd, senior vice president, Corporate Responsibility, Mattel, Inc. - Geoff Massingberd is responsible for maintaining Mattel’s leadership role in the area of global citizenship by bringing a new level of accountability to the company’s safety and compliance protocols. Under his management, the organization develops and implements worldwide programs to underscore Mattel’s commitment to conducting business with the utmost integrity and corporate citizenship.
· Christopher Harrington, chief CSR officer and VP, Strategy & Business Development, Toshiba America Information Systems, Inc. - Harrington is responsible for Toshiba’s PC, TV, telephone systems, storage and imaging businesses in the United States. He also serves as the company’s chief corporate social responsibility officer and environmental promotion officer. Prior to joining Toshiba in 1997, Harrington spent nearly twenty years with AT&T, starting in Bell Laboratories as an engineer, and taking roles in strategic planning, new business creation, and public relations. He is a patent holder, and was intellectual property adjutant for Bell Lab’s patent portfolio. Harrington is a member of the Board of Directors of the Orange County Business Council and the Board of Governors for Saddleback College Foundation.  He is chair of the Merage School’s Don Beall Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, and is on the Member Committee of Electronic Manufacturers Recycling Management Company.

Keynote speakers presenting throughout the day include:
· Sarah Backhouse, environmental media host, Planet Green - Following an extensive TV hosting, writing and producing career in Sydney, Tokyo, and London with broadcasters including: BBC, PBS, CNBC, Fine Living, Style, Sci Fi Channel, WOWOW and Discovery, Backhouse now resides in Los Angeles where she concentrates on environmental media; from test-driving the latest alternative fuel vehicles to reporting from sustainability conferences across the country.

· Edwin D. Fuller, president and managing director, International Lodging, Marriott International, Inc. - A distinguished leader with four decades of top performance at a Fortune 500 corporation, Edwin “Ed” Fuller possesses a truly comprehensive understanding of global business operations. During his tenure with Marriott, Fuller has strategically expanded locations and driven the financial success of all hotels outside of the contiguous United States. His sound decision-making has increased gross sales of the Division from $325M to $6.6B, with numbers growing monthly as expansion continues. Passionate about giving back to the community, Fuller contributes his expertise to multiple higher education and youth initiatives and is a dedicated steward of the environment focused on sustainability and lowering consumption rates.

· John Picard, founder, John Picard & Associates - Picard is one of the leading thinkers and builders of sustainable societies. He has conceptualized and built hundreds of the smartest homes, LEED certified buildings, workplaces and communities in America, and his vision guides the future planning of dozens of Fortune 500 Companies. By explaining the elegant principals of Natural Systems Designs, Picard has led hundreds of influential leaders in business and government into a greener future, where sustainability is highly profitable. 

· Pierre-André Senizergues, CEO and founder, Sole Technology Inc. - Senizergues’ company, Sole Technology, is the parent company of surf-and-skate industry giants including etnies, etnies Girl, etnies Plus, S, Emerica, Altamont Apparel and ThirtyTwo. An ardent advocate of the environment, Senizergues' ultimate goal is a company that is successful on the balance sheet, the streets, the slopes, the runways and ultimately on our amazing planet. To date, Senizergues has already employed the installation of 616 solar panels, the conversion to water-based cement manufacturing, the addition of the first-ever environmental affairs manager in the action sports industry, corporate-wide recycling efforts and the launch of a sustainable footwear and apparel collection, the etnies SEED Project.  

· Steve Westly, former California state controller and managing partner, The Westly Group  - Prior to founding The Westly Group, one of the largest clean tech venture funds in the United States, Steve Westly served as California State Controller, helped guide eBay through a period of rapid growth and worked for Sprint. Westly began his career in Washington, DC in the Office of Conservation and Solar at the U.S. Department of Energy.

· Scott Wicker, vice president of sustainability and vice president of corporate plant engineering for UPS Worldwide - Wicker is responsible for the construction and expansion of facilities and material handling systems, facility maintenance and housekeeping, environmental and regulated goods compliance, and sustainability for UPS worldwide. A dynamic speaker, Wicker will share his insights on how sustainability needs have driven UPS to be more innovative and has gained them a competitive advantage.

For more information or to register for the Profit Plus Planet? sustainability business conference visit profitplusplanet.com. Seating is limited.

About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 

Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu. 
###

Note to Editors:  There will be a special VIP tour of the campus of Sole Technology, Inc. on Friday morning.  Media are invited to attend.  Roian Atwood, manager of Environmental Affairs for Sole Technology will give the tour.  Sole Technology, the parent company of etnies and other top surf/skate brands, is a globally recognized leader in authentic action sports footwear and apparel. An ardent advocate of the environment, the company has implemented a series of innovative sustainability initiatives in an effort to become the most ecologically sensitive organization in its industry.  In this private site tour of the Sole Technology campus, attendees will see these initiatives in action. 
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