
[image: 4]






Contact: Anne Warde
(949) 824-7922
awarde@uci.edu
or
Diane Sagey
(949) 824-7823
dsagey@merage.uci.edu


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Investment Competition Awards Winning MBA Students Nearly $7,000 Each 
in Scholarships
Annual Polaris Investment Competition is an Exclusive Program of UC Irvine’s 
Paul Merage School of Business

Irvine, CA – (July 9, 2010) – An investment team of six MBA students from The Paul Merage School of Business won the 6th annual Polaris Investment Competition after posting a return on their investments of 45.6% for the year. For the win, each of the members of the “Alpha, Yes We Can” team received a scholarship in the amount of $6,838.  
            “This team far outperformed the market and other teams in the competition,” said Chuck Martin, the program’s sponsor and member of the Merage School’s Dean’s Advisory Board.
            The team “Super 6” took home second place on a gain of 34.3% for the year and earned a scholarship of $6,000 for each student participant. Out of the five teams that participated in this year’s competition, four posted gains for the year and only one experienced a modest loss of 2%.
The Polaris Investment Competition is a high-level challenge open only to Merage School MBA students, including both Full Time as well as Fully-Employed (part time) MBA students. Teams work together to select investments and manage a portfolio over a 52-week competition – using real money provided by the program sponsor. Each team must select companies worthy of their investment based upon an exhaustive qualitative and quantitative analysis.  Teams are mentored and taught by Martin. 
“To our knowledge, this is the only investment competition offered by any MBA program that allows an open forum for every single student across all MBA sections to participate – and receive real cash rewards from the return in the portfolio,” said Merage School Dean Andy Policano. “We are just delighted with the results, year after year, and are deeply grateful for Chuck Martin’s generosity and guidance in this very unique program.”
Each year MBA students attending the Merage School form teams and submit proposals to invest in a portfolio of domestic and international stocks, and compete in the Polaris Investment Competition. Chuck Martin, chairman and CEO for Mont Pelerin Capital, LLC, and his team at the hedge fund evaluate the proposals (typically 15-20), select 10 teams for Apprentice-style interviews, and fund five to six teams to participate in the competition. Each team is allocated between $175,000 and $300,000 of capital to invest over a 52-week period. The amount of the scholarships is determined based on the team’s performance and awarded a few days before graduation.
To date, a total of $480,000 in cash awards has been distributed to Merage students since 2005. Concurrent with wrapping up the 2009/2010 competition, six new teams were already selected and funded to compete in the 52-week event that will conclude in June 2011.
About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 
Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. 
            The Merage School combines the academic strengths and best traditions of the University of California with the cutting-edge, entrepreneurial spirit of Orange County in the heart of America’s Tech Coast. Visit the website at merage.uci.edu for more information.   
About Chuck Martin
Chuck (Charles) Martin is the Chairman, CEO and Chief Investment Officer of Mont Pelerin Capital Management Company, a Newport Beach investment management firm.
Martin is a highly seasoned investor in a broad range of asset classes, particularly in the corporate equities world. He has been an active investor in the stock market for over 40 years. Martin founded Enterprise Partners in 1984, the largest venture capital firm in Southern California, and served as its managing partner until his retirement in 1999. 
As a champion of real accountability/real responsibility practices, Martin believes in taking education beyond the classroom and into the real world, where the correct answer isn’t as easy to discern.                                                
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