[image: image1.jpg]oy
‘ I( :I THE PAUL MERAGE
eCr S R\IINE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS




Contact: Anne Warde

(949) 824-7922

awarde@uci.edu

or

Diane Sagey

(949) 824-7823

dsagey@merage.uci.edu
SAVE THE DATE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Corporate Sustainability Experts Offer Best Practices Knowledge at Orange County Profit Plus Planet? Conference

Educators Partner with Sustainability Executives to Explore Megatrend

Irvine, CA (February 2, 2010) – Hundreds of southern California businesspeople, leading edge corporate sustainability executives, clean tech investors and researchers will gather March 24th to discuss Profit Plus Planet? – can you green your company and your bottom line? The day-long global sustainability business conference, presented by UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business, takes place at the Irvine Marriott where both the business and academic community will explore the future of green innovation and learn best-practices techniques to harness the power of sustainability as a driver of innovation and competitive advantage.  
Participants will hear from Sarah Backhouse, media maven from Planet Green; Ed Fuller, president of Marriott International Lodging; John Picard, the man who greened the White House; Pierre-Andre Senizergues, CEO of Sole Technologies and surf and skate guru for etnies action sports footwear and apparel; Steve Westly, ex-eBay executive and former California state controller; and Scott Wicker, vice president of sustainability and vice president of corporate plant engineering for UPS Worldwide. 
Also featured will be a powerful assortment of educational panels led by industry leaders, environmental researchers, and investors at the forefront of sustainability innovation including representatives from UC Irvine, UPS, Oracle, Rockwell Automation, American Honda Motor Company and Yahoo!. Among the sessions scheduled are:
-more-
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· The Business Case for Sustainability: Explore the business case for sustainability and why it has so rapidly become the key driver of innovation. 

· Global Perspectives and Best Practices: Examine best sustainability practices employed by global companies; learn how initiatives were deployed and the impact they are having on profit.

· PR, Marketing & Messaging – Communicating Your Commitment: Avoid the “greenwashing” label and learn to effectively communicate your sustainability efforts to consumers.

· The Future of Clean Tech; Good for Investors?: Investment experts give their perspectives on whether the Clean Tech Investment Sector may be a long-term buy.  
· Cultivating a Culture: Discover how top management drives the culture for sustainability and develops a groundswell of support both internally and externally.  
· Supply Chain Management: Successful sustainability practices don’t end at your own doors. Driving initiatives throughout the supply chain multiplies the ROI.   

· Strategic Partnerships: Understand the potential of strategic sustainability partnerships and explore the future of green innovation.  
· Green Innovation: Acquaint yourself with the emerging trends in clean technology and learn where venture capital is investing.
For more information about the ProfitPlusPlanet? sustainability business conference visit planetplusprofit.com. Seating is limited.
About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 

Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu. 
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