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DURING THE LAST DECADE, a new
movement has emerged that is
gaining traction throughout the
world and driving businesses to
shift their thinking from financially-
based business models to models
more inclusive of  sustainable prac-
tices and socially responsible
performance. This paradigm shift
has drawn worldwide attention to
such essentials as subsistence,
worker’s rights, pollution preven-
tion, education, economic growth,
healthcare, and the list goes on. 

Accordingly, as “for-profit” busi-
nesses move toward solidifying their
investment in sustainability, their
leaders – in alliance with the world’s
scholars and entrepreneurial innova-
tors – are presented with a unique
opportunity to create partnerships
and positive dialog for change. 

It was within this context, the
Merage School-based organization
Prosperitas, composed of  entrepre-
neurial self-starters from an
extensive range of  industries, called
to action their pledge to raise
awareness about the critical topics
of  our times. Their promise was ful-
filled with a gift to underwrite
Merage School student participa-
tion in the 18th Annual Net Impact
Conference. Titled, 2020: Vision for
a Sustainable Decade, the confer-
ence challenges attendees to
envision their role in working toward

a sustainable future. Hosted this
year by the Ross School of  Business
at the University of  Michigan, the
conference is one of  the largest and
most attended conferences in the
world, drawing more than 2,500
people, with representation from 20
countries. 

“Net Impact is an organization
composed of  students fully commit-
ted not only to being successful in
business, but also in making a posi-
tive impact on the globe, the
community, and the environment,”
said Mary Patrick, executive director
of  Prosperitas. “Because their mis-
sion aligns so nicely with our
group’s purpose, we are thrilled to
support the students in their atten-
dance of  the conference.” 

Net Impact representative Matthew
Souther added, “Our organization
covers topics that are directed
toward using business skills for the
greater good. These include, among
many others, corporate responsibil-
ity, social entrepreneurship,
international development, and
clean technology.”  

Gary Lindblad, assistant dean of
the Merage School’s Full-Time MBA
program, recognized the value the
Net Impact conference offered stu-
dents and introduced the concept to
Mary Patrick. Through Prosperitas,
Patrick facilitated funding for a
group of  five Merage School stu-

dents to attend this year’s confer-
ence including: Bonnie Chen,
George Huang and Wendy Wu from
the Full-Time MBA program, and
John Ritchey and Vikram Moorjani
from the Fully-Employed MBA pro-
gram.  

“This was an outstanding oppor-
tunity for Prosperitas to benefit the
Merage School and its students,
and to demonstrate our commit-
ment to sustainability,” said Patrick. 

Interested students applied for
Prosperitas’ support by providing a
statement of  interest including: why
they wished to attend the confer-
ence, how they have been involved
in sustainability and corporate
social responsibility in their careers,
and how their involvement with Net
Impact would continue. 

Lindblad commented, “This gen-
eration of  MBA students has an
interest in socially and environmen-
tally sustainable business practices.
When this interest and enthusiasm
is informed and guided by the
knowledge and insights gained at
the Merage School MBA Program,
and it is coupled with involvement
in global organizations like Net
Impact, graduates have the real
opportunity to make significant pos-
itive impact over the lifetime of
their career. The financial support
that our MBA students are receiving
from Prosperitas to attend the
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2010 Net Impact Conference is an
investment that will pay dividends
for years to come.”  

“As one who has experience in
corporate social responsibility on
the side of  ‘for-profit’ business as
well as experience working at a
company that offers sustainability
solutions, I am very interested in
learning about the latest in technol-
ogy advancements and industry
trends from the meetings at the Net
Impact Conference,” said Chen. “I
am also eager to meet with chapter
leaders from other schools and learn
about their activities on campus.”

Huang, emphasizing the manage-
rial and financial aspects of  this
relationship added, “We are
extremely grateful that Prosperitas
has underwritten our expenses. As a
direct result, we expect a 100%
increase in attendees at the confer-

ence from The Paul Merage School
of  Business. In addition, this spon-
sorship gives us the opportunity 
to meet with the members of
Prosperitas and share our ideas.”  

This concept, Huang points out,
is truly important because it formal-
izes to the students the mission
Prosperitas has set for its members
to ignite ideas, create connections,
and raise awareness about critical
topics of  our times. 

“Personally, I cannot wait to
share what I learned from attend-
ing the conference,” said Huang.
“Through Prosperitas, we can
share the ideas generated from the
Net Impact Conference with our
local community.”

Prosperitas is an intimate 
peer-based organization of  25
innovators, leaders, and entrepre-
neurs. Operating under the

umbrella of  The Paul Merage
School of  Business at the University
of  California, Irvine, the group
hosts bi-weekly meetings designed
to provide members with the place,
space, and diverse peer input to
learn about and debate the critical
topics of  our times. For more infor-
mation, visit merage.uci.edu/go/
prosperitas. 

Net Impact is a global organ-
ization of  200 students and 
professional chapters with over
10,000 members. The Paul Merage
School of  Business Net Impact
Chapter is dedicated to growing
and strengthening a network of
leaders to use the power of  busi-
ness to make a positive net social,
environment, and economic impact
in Orange County communities. 
For more information, visit 
merage.uci.edu/go/clubs.   

AARON J.  BYZAK,  HCEMBA ‘08 ,
received two Emmy Awards for his
work co-writing and producing the
"Oxy Abuse Kills" public service
announcement series, while serving
as Health Policy Advisor for the San
Diego County Board of  Supervisors.
The series was a project of  the Oxy

Task Force of  San Diego County, a multi-faceted, multi-
agency response to the rising problem of  prescription
drug abuse in San Diego, which Byzak helped to create
and co-chair. Byzak and his coworker, Erica Holloway,
each won two Emmy Awards: one for Writer – Short Form,
and one for Public Service Announcement – Single Spot
or Series. The director and editor for the PSAs also won
Emmys, bringing the grand total for the project to five.

In other news, Byzak was also recognized by San Diego
Metropolitan Magazine in the publication’s 40 Under 40
Award. This annual award recognizes the 40 most influ-
ential business and civic leaders under the age of  40 in

San Diego. Byzak, 33, was included on the 2010 Honor
Roll and was profiled in the September issue of  the mag-
azine with his photo on the cover.  

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: Aaron Byzak

(From Left) Aaron Byzak, HCEMBA ‘08, director of  Government and
Community Affairs, UC San Diego Health Sciences; Erica Holloway,
director of  Communications, Office of  San Diego County Supervisor
Slater-Price; Nicole Friedman, actress, “Oxy Abuse Kills” PSA; and
James Keckes, video production specialist, County Television Network.


