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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


The Paul Merage School of Business Kicks Off 2010 with Event Featuring 
Sage Software CEO Sue Swenson 

Swenson is First in the Merage School’s Distinguished Speaker Series Which Promotes the Sharing of Insight on Innovation and Leadership

IRVINE, CA – (January 7, 2010) – Sue Swenson, president and CEO of Sage North America, will be the first speaker to present in 2010 as part of the Distinguished Speaker Series hosted by the Center for Leadership and Team Development at The Paul Merage School of Business, and presented by Bank of America. Her presentation titled, From Individual States to a Collaborative community: For the Sake of the Customer” will be given Thursday, January 21, 2010, from 6:30 to 7:30 at the UC Irvine Student Center. 
Swenson has over 20 years experience in both the fixed line and wireless telecommunications industry and almost 10 years in start-up companies where she managed periods of rapid growth and industry change. She spent part of her career with Pacific Telesis (Pacific Bell) where she held a number of senior management positions in all parts of the business and was the president and chief operating officer of PacTel Cellular (which became AirTouch Communications). Swenson subsequently became president and CEO of Cellular One, the mobile telephone joint venture with Vodafone AirTouch and AT&T Wireless, followed by positions as chief operating officer with Leap Wireless International and T-Mobile (Deutsche Telecom). Swenson was most recently chief operating officer of New Motion, Inc. (now Atrinsic, Inc.), one of the largest digital media entertainment content providers.
The annual Distinguished Speaker Series program highlights the innovation processes, leadership perspectives, ethical frameworks, decision making practices and insights of top business leaders. The event attracts more than 300 corporate professionals, community leaders, MBA students, faculty members and campus staff. The presenting sponsor for the 2009-10 Distinguished Speaker Series is Bank of America.  Other sponsors include Bingham McCutchen LLP, Capital Group Companies, PricewaterhouseCoopers and Wells Fargo. 
2/2/2 Merage School Kicks Off 2010 with Event Featuring Sage Software CEO Sue Swenson 

Next up in the 2010 Distinguished Speakers Series are: 
· Mike Mussallem, Chairman and CEO of Edwards Lifesciences – March 4, 2010
· John Krafcik, President and CEO of Hyundai Motor America – May 6, 2010 

General admission for Distinguished Speaker Series events is $50. For more information or to register online visit merage.uci.edu/go/dss. 
About Sage
Sage North America is the North American operating company of UK-based The Sage Group plc, a leading global supplier of business management software and services. For more than 30 years, Sage North America has delivered easy-to-use, scalable, and customizable software for accounting, customer relationship management, human resources, merchant services, time tracking, and the specialized needs of the construction, distribution, healthcare, manufacturing, nonprofit, and real estate industries. Approximately 2.9 million small and medium-sized business customers in North America rely on Sage.*
About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.     
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