[image: image1.jpg]oy
‘ I( :I THE PAUL MERAGE
eCr S R\IINE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS




For Immediate Release

CONTACT: 

Anne Warde

(949) 824-7922

Or 

Diane Sagey

(949) 824-7823

Prosperitas Takes On Climate Change –

and the Lively Discussion That Surrounds It
Irvine, CA – (March 17, 2009) – Prosperitas, a peer-based community for successful Orange County innovators, leaders and entrepreneurs, will convene March 19, 2009, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Executive commons at UC Irvine to discuss the topics: The Climate Change Dilemma…And Why People Hate Al Gore.  

A lively 90-minute panel discussion on global warming, why people are arguing about it and how politics is polarizing the discussion will be televised live as a webcast at ocregister.com starting at 10:00 a.m.  The discussion will also be blogged live by Register environmental editor Pat Brennan on his blog, at greenoc.freedomblogging.com.

Moderating the event will be Orange County Register science editor and reporter, Gary Robbins, the “Science Dude.” Panelists will include:

· Dr. Michael Prather, director of the UC Irvine, Environment Institute, the Fred Kavli Chair and Professor of Earth Science at UC Irvine.  Dr. Prather has worked in the State Department’s Bureau of Intelligence and Research on global science and environmental issues, served as a researcher at Harvard, worked in the Goddard Institute for Space Studies and NASA HQ, and served as an Adjunct Professor in Applied Physics and Nuclear Engineering at Columbia University.  He is a former advisor to the Bush Administration and has been an integral part of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, whose collective work since 1988 was awarded a Nobel Peace Prize in 2007.  

· Brian Dunning is the host and producer of the top science podcast Skeptoid: Critical Analysis of Pop Phenomena (skeptoid.com), applying critical thinking to paranormal and pseudoscientific subjects promoted by the mass media, with a weekly audience of 70,000 subscribers. He is also the author of two books, Skeptoid and Skeptoid II. A Silicon Valley computer scientist by trade, Dunning now uses new media to promote critical thinking in education. He has appeared on CBS radio, CNN, a number of television documentaries, and is the host of the upcoming TV series The Skeptologists.
· John Coleman, founder of The Weather Channel, is a news weather forecaster with over fifty years of experience, and presently works as the on-camera weathercaster at KUSI-TV in San Diego. Coleman, known for his amusing and irreverent style, was on that team that establish the highly successful and much copied news brand name, “Eyewitness News." From there he became the original weathercaster on the then brand-new ABC program, Good Morning America, where he stayed for seven years. In 1981, he founded, The Weather Channel, serving as CEO and President during its first year startup phase at which point, according to his biography, "he was forced out." He is a known and vocal contrarian of anthropogenic global warming and has appeared on Fox News and Showtime to share his views, and recently published an article entitled ‘The Amazing Story Behind the Global Warming Scam.”
The March 19th event is part of a series of Prosperitas meetings slated for this year.  The next meeting, titled Transformation to Tolerance: One Man’s Journey, is scheduled for April 14.  

The brainchild of Frank Kavanaugh, a UC Irvine alumnus and successful entrepreneur, Prosperitas is designed to provide members with a forum and peer support to foster relationships, present life-changing opportunities and information for personal growth and lasting legacies.  Through a series of seminars and luncheons, group members examine the role of success in their lives and discuss topics such as value driven philanthropy, family relationships, and the political, economic, social and health issues impacting our community and nation during these transformational times.

Prosperitas was established in partnership with UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business and focuses on teaching responsibility regarding wealth management and philanthropy. Visit prosperitaslife.com for more information.   

About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. Visit the website at merage.uci.edu.      
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