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The Heart and the Fist Author Eric Greitens Visits UC Irvine June 6
Irvine, CA – (June 3, 2011) - Author, warrior, and humanitarian Eric Greitens will be on the UC Irvine campus from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. on June 6 to share his story of extraordinary leadership and service, and discuss his new book, The Heart and the Fist: The Education of a Humanitarian, the Making of a Navy SEAL. A New York Times best seller in May 2011, Greitens’ book relates a story of a life lived at the raw edges of the human experience.  
“Eric is an incredibly accomplished individual with an outstanding story to tell,” said Mary Patrick, executive director for Prosperitas, an idea incubator and membership community of UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business.  “"We seek out the ideas, innovators, and compelling characters who are making a positive difference in the world and Eric's life and message embodies the qualities needed to transform critical issues facing our country and global community." 
	To find out more about the Eric Greitens literary event, please visit the Merage School website at merage.uci.edu.  The June 6 event is open to the public, however seating is limited.  Guests are encouraged to RSVP to patrickm@uci.edu.
-more-
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Eric Greitens is a Rhodes Scholar and a United States Navy SEAL officer who worked alongside volunteers teaching art to street children in Bolivia and led U.S. Marines who hunted terrorists in Iraq. He learned from refugees in Bosnia and Croatia, from survivors of the genocide in Rwanda, and from Navy SEALs who fought in Afghanistan. Greitens was a lieutenant in the Navy SEALs when his platoon was hit by a suicide truck bomb in Fallujah, Iraq in 2007. He took his combat pay and founded The Mission Continues, a non-profit agency which trains wounded veterans for leadership roles in their communities. The principal lesson Greitens learned through unique background in military service and humanitarian work was that in order to create meaningful change, one must be both good and strong. 
	A committed public servant, Greitens was appointed by the President to serve as a White House Fellow in 2005. He has been awarded the Navy Achievement Medal, the Joint Service Achievement Medal, the Navy Commendation Medal, the Joint Service Commendation Medal, the Combat Action Ribbon, the Purple Heart, and the Bronze Star. 
He was also selected by the Draper Richards Foundation as a Fellow, recognizing him as one of the most innovative leaders in America. The following year the Manhattan Institute for Social Entrepreneurship honored Greitens as one of the five leading social entrepreneurs in America. 
Greitens’ work has been covered by national media outlets including The Colbert Report, NPR, CNN, NBC Nightly News, the TODAY Show, USA Today, the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, and the Washington Post. Major League Baseball and PEOPLE Magazine recently named him an “All-Star Among Us” for his service to his country, Outside Magazine announced Greitens as their “Reader of the Year,” and the National Conference on Citizenship named him its citizen soldier of the year.


-more-
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About Prosperitas
Prosperitas—the Latin term for hope and success—is a private membership community where successful innovators and leaders meet to ignite ideas, create connections, and raise awareness about the critical topics of our times. The membership is intentionally limited to create an intimacy that allows each member to fully engage in discussion and debate with featured thought-leaders and one another. Because busy people need an escape from the demands unique to success, this forum is for support, fellowship and education only. Members have a safe space to explore ideas, free from business networking or direct solicitations. Proceeds from the annual membership fee benefits social enterprise and student programs at The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine. For more information about membership, contact Mary Patrick at patrickm@uci.edu.

About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 
Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.

###

Editors Note:  During the event on June 6, Eric Greiten will present Kristen Parrinello, an MBA graduate of The Paul Merage School of Business and Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy, with a fellowship from his organization, The Mission Continues.  Parrinello is an injured veteran who will continue to serve her community at Furnishing Hope, an organization which provides homes for returning veterans. Parrinello is unaware that she will be receiving the award.
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