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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Paul Merage School of Business Reaches Critical Goal for Luis Villalobos Fellowship with Generous Help from the Harvard Business School Association of Orange County

Luis Villalobos Endowed Fellowship in Entrepreneurship Now Available for Award to Full-Time MBA Student at Merage School

Irvine, CA – (December 22, 2010) – A generous $5,000 donation, made by the Harvard Business School Association of Orange County (HBSAOC), has enabled UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business to reach its goal of raising $25,000 for the Luis Villalobos Endowed Fellowship in Entrepreneurship. Because of this gift, and other contributions from individuals and organizations including Conexant, San Diego Tech Coast Angels, The Block Family Trust, Silicon Valley Community Foundation, and Ms. Ann Payne, the Merage School is now accepting applicants for the Fellowship.
“We made this contribution in honor of one of our long-standing members and a significant contributor to our organization, Luis Villalobos,” said David Oh, co-managing director of HBSAOC. “Luis was a uniquely talented businessman and mentor, whose legacy will continue to influence entrepreneurship through this fellowship and the support of organizations, including ours, who are committed to education and entrepreneurship.”  
	The Luis Villalobos Fellowship was established in memory of businessman and entrepreneur Luis Villalobos who passed away on October 1, 2009.  Remembered as the founder of Tech Coast Angels, the largest angel investment network in the U.S., Luis Villalobos was a tireless entrepreneur and investor who founded several successful high technology firms, invested in over 50 early-stage startups and personally mentored at least a dozen company CEOs.
	“It is an honor for us to join together with the alumni of Harvard Business School to honor one of the most inspirational business leaders of our time,” said Charles Baecker, director of the
Center for Entrepreneurship & Innovation at The Paul Merage School of Business.  “We are proud to be able to provide this Fellowship to an aspiring entrepreneur in Luis’ name.”
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The Luis Villalobos Endowed Fellowship in Entrepreneurship is established at The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine, and is intended to be awarded to a graduate MBA student in the Merage School’s full-time MBA program. Candidates for the endowment must meet all of the requirements for admission to the school as well as display an interest in entrepreneurship and/or starting or being part of a new business. The endowment will only be awarded in years when a suitable candidate is identified. Applications will be reviewed by a committee of donors.
To apply for the Villalobos Fellowship or for more information, please contact Elizabeth Dahl at 949.824.3066 or dahle@uci.edu.

About HBSAOC
The Harvard Business School Association of Orange County (HBSAOC) is one of 116 alumni clubs of the Harvard Graduate School of Business Administration (HBS). Membership is open to all graduates of the school's MBA, doctoral and executive education programs. In addition, associate memberships are open to non-HBS alumni on a selective basis.  HBSAOC serves more than 500 alumni in the greater Orange County, California area.
Their mission is to serve Orange County and Southern California’s economy by applying Harvard Business School’s leadership and professional management standards to the area’s innovative business community.

About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 
Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu. 
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