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Wells Fargo Pledges $500,000 to The Paul Merage School of Business Building Campaign

IRVINE, CA – (May 2, 2011) – In a rare commercial capital donation, Wells Fargo has pledged $500,000 to UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business in support of the School’s Living Building campaign.  In recognition of this significant contribution and the company’s innovative leadership and partnership with the campus, the Merage School will name an anchor display in the new living building once it is completed in honor of Wells Fargo. 
“Wells Fargo believes that education is the cornerstone of success, and investing in our future business leaders is the responsibility of organizations and communities alike,” said Rob Myers, regional vice president for Wells Fargo Orange County.  “We are proud to present this gift to the Merage School and be a part of its future.”

“We are delighted that the Wells Fargo Foundation believes so strongly in the Merage School. We are honored to have worked closely with John Evans, who is a UC Irvine Foundation Trustee and member of our Dean’s Advisory Board, and Merage School alumnus Jack Toan, both of whom play key roles at Wells Fargo and who were instrumental in securing this donation,” said Merage School Dean Andy Policano.  

The Living Building will be the first building added to the Merage School since 1989. Designed to reflect the Merage School’s emphasis on innovation and outreach to the business community, the new building will feature museum-like displays and video screens that tell the unique success stories of the School’s benefactors and contributors, and which will be periodically updated to reflect innovations and progress of supporters of the building. The 85,000 square foot structure will house a 300-seat auditorium, high tech classrooms, a laptop computer lab, career resource library, conference and group study facilities, colloquia and interview rooms, food service, and a multi-use reception area. 
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The Wells Fargo Foundation gift, along with those from PAAMCO, Ed Fuller, Thomas Antunez, Experian and Darcy Kopcho total over $2 million pledged toward the new Merage School building. Officials at the Merage School expect to break ground on the new building in 2014.

“Due to our innovative curriculum, executive programs, and research conducted and presented by the Merage School and its highly regarded faculty, we are expanding at an accelerated rate.  We are outgrowing our existing facility and significant added space will be vital,” said Dean Policano.  “Thanks to the outstanding generosity of Wells Fargo and our other generous donors, and the continued support of our vibrant business community, the expansion of our school will become a reality.” 

For more information regarding the building campaign and naming opportunities, contact Melissa Beck at melissa.beck@uci.edu or 949.824.8470.

About Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo & Company (NYSE: WFC) is a nationwide, diversified, community-based financial services company with $1.3 trillion in assets. Founded in 1852 and headquartered in San Francisco, Wells Fargo provides banking, insurance, investments, mortgage, and consumer and commercial finance through more than 9,000 stores, 12,000 ATMs, the Internet (wellsfargo.com and wachovia.com), and other distribution channels across North America and internationally. With approximately 280,000 team members, Wells Fargo serves one in three households in America. Wells Fargo & Company was ranked No. 19 on Fortune’s 2009 rankings of America’s largest corporations. Wells Fargo’s vision is to satisfy all our customers’ financial needs and help them succeed financially.

About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 

Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.

###
