
Industry Fellow 

Ryan Malone 

Founder & CEO  

Smart Bug Media 

Ryan Malone is a revenue and brand-focused executive with marketing, advertising, and product management 

experience ranging from startups to Fortune 250 companies. He is skilled at aligning strategy and tactics to 

support customer and partner acquisition to accelerate revenue growth. Throughout his twenty year career, he 

has become an expert at merging digital and offline marketing to drive lead generation and thought leadership. 

As the founder and CEO of SmartBug Media, Inc. in Irvine, Mr. Malone has grown SmartBug into an award-

winning content marketing, web development, and PR agency serving mid-size technology, healthcare, and 

manufacturing companies, with $5.5 in revenue and 31 employees in the United States and Canada. SmartBug 

is the highest-rated HubSpot (NASDAQ: HUBS) agency partner in the world, named to the Inc. 5000 Fastest 

Growing Companies List. Select clients include: Eagle’s Flight, Ingram Micro, Arbor Company, Game Ready, and 

HumanGood.  Named in the top 1% of inbound marketers by Google and Salesforce.com portfolio company 

Hubspot by consistently exceeding agency peers in traffic, search engine rankings, blog readership and lead 

growth. 

Mr. Malone started his career as a senior consultant at Deloitte where he was the only consultant out of 1000’s 

selected to join the prestigious Deloitte & Touche Security Services. Following, he has served in various 

marketing leadership roles including Vice President, Marketing and Channel Development, Zetera Corporation 

(Irvine, CA), an early-stage licensor of networked storage software, funded by Warburg Pincus, focused on 

consumer retail and small/medium business markets, with 50 employees worldwide; Vice President, Marketing 

and Business Development, Apani Networks (Brea, CA) Early-stage enterprise information security and 

encryption software company for the Global 1000, with $8M in revenue and 70 employees worldwide; Vice 

President, Digital Marketing & Solutions StudioPMG (Irvine, CA), an award-winning digital marketing, mobile 

applications and analytics agency focused on the pharmaceuticals and medical device industries 

He is an industry contributor to CMO Magazine, Inc., CNBC and various podcasts and corporate blogs. Mr. 

Malone earned his Masters of Business Administration (MBA), Technology and Marketing from University of 

California, Irvine, Paul Merage School of Business in 1998 and his Bachelor of Arts (BA), Political Science from 

University of Maryland, College Park. Additionally, Ryan is a Green Belt, Six Sigma. 

 


